Lower Elementary - Level 3

THE

WOR

BECAME FLESH:

CREATION AND THE BEGINNING OF HUMAN HISTORY

#22 - The Call to Follow Jesus
Luke 9:46-50, 57-62, 10:1-24

PICTURES (Note: Inserted in brackets at the appropriate place in the lesson is the number of the picture to show the students.

22-1 Jesus and the children
22-2 Jesus teaching the disciples

REVIEW (Before teaching lesson)

* Journal Review: Ask students to share an important truth that they learned from their
journal readings at home that week. Share some of your own insights.

* Previous Lesson Review: (Use the visual from the last lesson to aid in review)
What happened to Jesus when he was transfigured? Who was there with him?
What did God the Father say about his Son?

* Big Question Review: How does God reveal his glory?
Let the students give their answers to the question.

* Bible Verse Review: John 17:1b-3 God’s glory is revealed through the gift of his Son.

("Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 2 For you
granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have
given him.) 3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only frue God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent.”
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LESSON CONTENT

Note: The Bible verses included in the lesson are from the NIV 1984 edition. The wording of the questions is
derived from that version. If another version of the Bible is used, questions may need to be adapted.

One of our biggest problems is thinking too highly of ourselves. We often think of ourselves as
being smarter than God. What is evidence that we often think of ourselves as being smarter
than God? Every time we disobey God and do what we want instead of what God says is
right to do, we are saying we are smarter than God. The disciples suffered from this prolbo-
lem, foo, and in this lesson we will see what Jesus teaches them.

Luke 9:46-48 (picture 22-1)

“An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest.

7 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a litfle child and had him stand beside him. “Then he
said fo them, "Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the
greatest.”

What was the disciples’ argument about? Which of them would be the greatest.

What had Jesus been teaching them by the example of his life? To live humbly, love others
and be a servant. Not seek to elevate oneself.

What does it mean that the person who welcomes a little child in Jesus’ name welcomes
Jesus? To welcome a child, the motive is love, not gaining recognition or honor for oneself.
Children don’t have social standing, honor or power to bestow on someone else.

What does it mean that he who is least among you is the greatest? Whoever is humble and
serves others is greater in God’s eyes than the person who has power and honor in the eyes
of the world.

John then questioned Jesus about something else.

Luke 9:49-50 (picture 22-2)

P"Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried
to stop him, because he is not one of us."

0"Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for you."

Why did the disciples try to stop the man from driving out demons? Because he wasn’t one
of the group following Jesus. They probably thought of themselves as being a special group
because they were with Jesus and they didn’t want others to infringe on what they had
and were able to do.

What did Jesus mean when he said " whoever is not against you is for you" ? If people
aren’t opposing the work done in Jesus’ name, then they are supporting it.
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THIS RED SECTION CAN BE SKIPPED FOR LEVEL 3

Many people say that they want to follow Jesus but by his tfeaching Jesus was letting his
followers know that it wasn’t easy to follow him.

Luke 9:57-62

“As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, "I will follow you wherever
you go."

% Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has no place to lay his head." *He said to another man, "Follow me."

But the man replied, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."

9 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the
kingdom of God."

sIStill another said, "l will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to
my family."

2 Jesus replied, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service
in the kingdom of God."

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but
the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."? The man needed o count the cost of
following Jesus as he wouldn’t have a home or place to live. It wasn’t going to be easy.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and
proclaim the kingdom of God."? The man wanted to wait unfil his father had died to follow
Jesus. Jesus was saying to let the spiritually dead fill the responsibility of taking care of and
burying the physically dead. Proclaiming the gospel was more urgent; it had eternal
impact.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and Iooks
back is fit for service in the kingdom of God."? You can’t be looking back to the things of
the world to be useful to God. To plow you have to keep your eyes ahead on where you're
going, not behind on where you’ve been, or what you’'ve done already.

Jesus then sent the disciples out to share and he gave them instructions as to what they
were to do.

Luke 10:1-7

TAfter this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of
him fo every town and place where he was about to go. ?He told them, "The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers
into his harvest field. 3*Go! | am sending you out like lambs among wolves. ‘Do not take a
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

°"When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace fo this house.' °If a man of peace is there,
your peace will rest on him, if not, it will return to you. “Stay in that house, eatfing and drink-
ing whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from
house to house.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask

the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 1o send out workers intfo his harvest field.”? There are lofs
of people who would be open to hearing the gospel, but there are very few who are out
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there sharing it. It is a matter of praying and asking God to raise up those who are needed
to go and share.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Go! | am sending you out like lambs among
wolves”? There would be people out there who would oppose their work and try to destroy
them as a wolf would a sheep.

What does Jesus mean when he says, Do not take a purse or bag or sandals”? Don’t be
burdened down by material possessions. Trust God to provide for your needs.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Do not greet anyone on the road?” Don’t be
caught up in endless and pointless socializing when the message is urgent. Get the import-
ant business done.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever
they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to
house”? If it is a place where you are welcomed be content with provision that is given to
you, don’t seek something more. Don’t try to improve your physical living conditions. Com-
fort isn't the focus, sharing the good news about Jesus with people is.

Luke 10:8-16 (Level 3 starts again.)
8"When you enter a fown and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. *Heal the sick who
are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you. °But when you enter a fown and
are not welcomed, go info its streets and say, '""Even the dust of your town that sticks to our
feet we wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God is near.' 'l tell you, it
will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.

"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe fo you, Bethsaidal! For if the miracles that were performed in
you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in
sackcloth and ashes. But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than
for you. ""And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to
the depths.

'"He who listens to you listens fo me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me
rejects him who sent me."

If a town welcomed them what were they to do'? Stay where people want to hear the
message, take care of their physical needs (heal them) and preach the truth about who
Jesus is.

If a town did not receive them what were they to do? Warn them of the destruction that
would come on them. Entire towns were to be rejected if the people rejected them. This
demonstrates the influence that where we live and who we choose to associate with has
on us.

What does Jesus mean when he says, He who listens 1o you listens to me; he who rejects
you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me? The disciples were Jesus’
representatives. If a person accepts the representative, he accepts the one who sent him.
Christ is the representative of the Father.
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THIS TEAL SECTION CAN BE SKIPPED FOR LEVEL 3 OR IF TIME IS SHORT

Luke 10:17-24
"The seventy-two returned with joy and said, "Lord, even the demons submit to us in
your name."

"He replied, "l saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. '°l have given you authority to
tframple on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy, nothing will
harm you. ’However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.”
2IAt that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, "l praise you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.
2"All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son s
excepft the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him."
23Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you
see. #For | tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not
see it, and fo hear what you hear but did not hear it."

What power was given the disciples? They had the power to overcome Satan and things
that would harm them.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "Do not rejoice that the spirits submit 1o you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven."? They should not get caught up in the
power to do things on earth, but recognize that the eternal, the kingdom of God, is what
has value.

Why did Jesus want them to focus on the eternal rather than on the power given them on
earth? It would be easy to get puffed up and lose perspective of the purpose to which they
had been called. Having power on earth can cause a person o lose an eternal perspec-
five.

Why is God’s truth revealed to little children rather than the wise and learned? The wise and
learned think they are so smart that they can figure it all out for themselves in their way.
They to try fo make truth fit their own ideas or agenda. Little children accept things as they
are. They believe what is told to them.

What does Jesus mean when he says, "All things have been committed to me by my
Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father
is except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him”? The Father and Son
are one. They know each other. To know the Father, you have to accept the Son. Jesus
reveals himself to those who are open to receiving him.

What is it that the disciples saw and heard that the prophets could only hope for? The
prophets were waiting for the Messiah. The disciples were there with the one the prophets
had been waiting for.
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Jesus was emphasizing to his followers that they needed to make sharing the good news of
the kingdom of God their top priority. He promised to give them power to do this and they
needed to keep their focus on what they were called to do.

What are all of us as believers called to do in terms of other people? All of us as believers
are called to be representatives of Christ and share with others the good news of Jesus. We
have to remember that the things of this world are all temporary and it is the fruth of God
that will last forever. The greatest among us will be the ones who are truly humble and give
up the things of the world to serve Jesus more fully.

Remember that Jesus said, "Whoever welcomes this littfle child in my name welcomes me;
and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among
you all—he is the greatest."

LESSON WRAP-UP

* Overview Questions: Who is greatest in the eyes of God? When the disciples went out to
share the gospel what were they to do? How do we come to know the Father?

* Thought Questions: Would the things Jesus said encourage or discourage people from
following him? Why do you think Jesus said things that might discourage people from
following him? To follow Jesus why do we have to commit ourselves fully to him?

* Prayer: Thank Jesus that he is worthy of all your devotion. Pray that you would want to
e his servant and be devoted to doing his work in the world. Pray that you would not let
the things of the world take your eyes off the eternal and keep you from following Jesus.

* The Big Question: Who is the greatest in the kingdom of God?
Let the students give their answers to the question. Share the memory verse. Ask how it
answers the question.

* Memory Verse: Luke 9:48
The most humble servant is the greatest in the kingdom of God.

"Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least among you all—he is the
greatest.”
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ACTIVITIES (Completed after the lesson)

Any age appropriate activity can be included which fits intfo the class time. The activities
with a star are included on the class notes.

% Lesson Notes: Have the children answer the two questions individually or as a group.
What did you learn from this lesson? How can you put intfo practice what you learned?

* Memory Verse: Read the memory verse on the cover of the booklet and then have the
students fill in the blanks in the verse in the inside.

% This Week’s Big Question: Have the students fill in the blanks for the way the memory verse
answers the big question.

The most humble servant is the greatest in the kingdom of God.

% Coloring Page: Color the lesson picture.

* Craft: Treasure in heaven
Materials: cover stock paper, paper punch, yarn, crayons or colored pencils
Preparation: Run off craft 22 on cover stock paper. Cut apart pouches and crosses.
Fold the freasure pouch in half and punch holes around the edges. Cut yarn info 3 feet
pieces.
Instructions: Sew the pouch together with yarn and put a cross in it as a reminder that the
eternal is what has real value. Make a yarn strap to hang it from.

e Game: Burden Relay
Instructions: To show how holding onto things in the world can slow a person down, run
relay races. Each team is given a bag loaded with heavy objects (books, blocks of
wood, etc.) to run the races with. Time how fast a race can be run without carrying
heavy objects compared to carrying the objects.

JOURNAL

The daily journal is included in the booklet for the students to complete at home. It has six
poetic readings and related Bible verses. It would be beneficial for the teacher to read
through and e familiar with its content.
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