
Lower Elementary - Level 3

•  Journal Review: Ask students to share an important truth that they learned from their 
    journal readings at home that week.  Share some of your own insights. 

•  Previous Lesson Review: (Use the visual from the last lesson to aid in review)
    What did the woman who touched Jesus ‘garment believe?  What happened to her 
    because of her faith?  What did Jairus ask Jesus to do?  What happened to his daughter?

•  Big Question Review: What is the life we gain through Jesus?
    Let the students give their answers to the question.
 
•  Bible Verse Review: John 5:24   By believing in Jesus we gain eternal life.
    
    I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life 
    and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.
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#20 – Feeding the 5,000
Luke 9:1-6, 10-27

 

20-1 Feeding of the 5,000

PICTURES    (Note: Inserted in brackets at the appropriate place in the lesson is the number of the picture to show the students.

REVIEW    (Before teaching lesson)
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LESSON CONTENT 
Note: The Bible verses included in the lesson are from the NIV 1984 edition. The wording of the questions is 
derived from that version. If another version of the Bible is used, questions may need to be adapted.

The disciples had been with Jesus for some time watching him perform miracles, listening to 
his teaching and learning from his character.  Jesus then gave them responsibility to share 
what they had seen and been taught.

Luke 9:1-6
1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive 
out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God 
and to heal the sick. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no sta�, no bag, no 
bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that 
town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust o� your feet when you leave their 
town, as a testimony against them." 6So they set out and went from village to village, 
preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. 

What did Jesus give the Twelve power and authority to do?  Power to drive out demons 
and cure diseases

What did he send them out to do?  Preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick

What does it mean to preach the kingdom of God? A kingdom is a sphere (area) where a 
ruler has authority over those who are in it. To preach the kingdom of God is to assert who 
God is. When we believe in Jesus, we become his subjects and he becomes our king. That 
means we put ourselves under God’s authority and he becomes the ruler of our lives.  We 
leave the kingdom of darkness and become a citizen of heaven.  It is both a present reality 
and a future hope. 

What is the present reality and the future hope? The present reality is that we submit our 
lives to Jesus for him to rule over us on earth. The future hope is that one day we will enter 
the kingdom of heaven. We need to remember, too, that one day when Jesus comes 
again the kingdom of God will actually be established on earth.

Why didn’t Jesus want the Twelve to take anything with them?  Probably he wanted them 
to learn to rely on the Father for their provision.  He wanted their faith and dependence on 
God to grow.  They weren’t doing this for their own bene�t but for God’s.
What were they to do if people didn’t welcome them?  Shake the dust o� their feet when 
they leave.

What does that mean?  It was a testimony of the rejection of the people to the message of 
Jesus.  They would have nothing on them associated with that place.  All ties were cut.  
When we reject Jesus we are separated from God. There is no connection.

Luke 9:10-14a [picture 20-1]
10When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus what they had done. Then he took 
them with him and they withdrew by themselves to a town called Bethsaida, 11but the 
crowds learned about it and followed him. He welcomed them and spoke to them about 
the kingdom of God, and healed those who needed healing.
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12Late in the a�ernoon the Twelve came to him and said, "Send the crowd away so they 
can go to the surrounding villages and countryside and �nd food and lodging, because we 
are in a remote place here." 
13He replied, "You give them something to eat." 
They answered, "We have only �ve loaves of bread and two �sh--unless we go and buy 
food for all this crowd." 14(About �ve thousand men were there.) 

What were the disciples concerned about?  They were concerned about what they were 
going to do about all the people who needed food. They were looking to Jesus to solve the 
problem. They didn’t think they could do anything about it.

How did Jesus respond to their concern?  He told them to give the people something to 
eat, to take care of what the people needed themselves.  He wanted them to do the 
work.

How did they respond to his command?  They thought they couldn’t do it because there 
wasn’t enough food there.  They weren’t looking to God. They looked at what they had 
rather than what God was able to provide.

What had Jesus just given them power and authority to do?  Miraculous things in terms of 
driving out demons and healing the sick, but they didn’t make the transition or connection 
to feeding the people.  They were short-sighted.  They focused on the material world rather 
than the spiritual.

Luke 9:14b-17 Jesus then took charge.
But he said to his disciples, "Have them sit down in groups of about ��y each." 
15The disciples did so, and everybody sat down. 16Taking the �ve loaves and the two �sh 
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the 
disciples to set before the people. 17They all ate and were satis�ed, and the disciples 
picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were le� over. 

What did Jesus do before he had the disciples pass out the bread?  He looked up to 
heaven and gave thanks.

Why was that important?  It showed that the Father was the source of power for what he 
did.

Why would Jesus turn a few loaves of bread into food for the people when he wouldn’t 
turn the stones into bread for himself in the desert when he was hungry and tempted?  The 
point of miracles was to show the power and love of God to the people. Miracles were 
proof that Jesus was sent by the Father to do the Father’s will, not to gain something for 
himself. Satan wanted Jesus to take his focus o� of the Father. 

What can you learn from that? Whatever God does through us is to be for his bene�t and 
glory, not our own. We shouldn’t be self-focused.

Even a�er seeing Jesus feed the 5,000 and perform many other miracles, the disciples still 
struggled to understand who he was.  They wavered in their understanding.  Sometimes 
they saw clearly who he was and other times they faltered in their faith.
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Luke 9:18-27 
18Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, 
"Who do the crowds say I am?" 
19They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the 
prophets of long ago has come back to life." 
20"But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 
21Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22And he said, "The Son of Man must 
su�er many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and 
he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life." 
23Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come a�er me, he must deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for me will save it. 25What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet 
lose or forfeit his very self? 26If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will 
be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the 
holy angels. 27I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God." 

What did Peter call Jesus? The Christ, which is the Greek word for the Hebrew word, Messi-
ah.  Both Messiah and Christ mean “anointed one,” one chosen by God.

What was Jesus chosen by the Father to be?  The Savior of the world. 

Why didn’t Jesus want the disciples to tell the people who he was? The people had a mis-
conception of the Messiah as they were looking to someone to rescue them from Roman 
oppression. Jesus probably didn’t want the peoples’ preconception of what they thought 
the Messiah would be to cloud the truth of who he was and what he came to do.  He 
wanted the people to listen to him and come to faith when they heard the truth, not 
expect something from him. 

What did Jesus say someone must do to follow him? "If anyone would come a�er me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”  

What does that mean? Continual action of daily sacri�ce and self-denial.  Cross = death.  
The putting to death of self.  Our greatest problem is that we don’t die to self.  We follow 
and indulge our �esh, our sinful desires.  We must be willing to crucify all that on the cross for 
Jesus.
We have two choices of what to focus our lives on. What are those choices? Our choice is 
to focus on this life on earth or the eternal life we will have with Jesus in heaven.  If we gain 
one, we will lose the other.  We have to determine which one we want the most.  Following 
Jesus is not a half-hearted commitment.  If Jesus is our Savior, he also needs to be our Lord. 
In dying to self we can gain true life.

As we study who Jesus is and what he has done we need to truly put ourselves under his 
authority and be part of his kingdom.  Being part of his kingdom means we die to self-inter-
est and serve him fully.  We humbly bow before him as our king and let him work in our lives 
for his glory and bene�t. We focus on spiritual life rather than physical. 
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We’re not to be like the crowd of people who followed Jesus because he satis�ed their 
physical hunger. We have to recognize our need for Jesus. We seek Jesus, the Bread of Life, 
the only one who will satisfy the spiritual hunger of our souls.
 
John 6:35 says, 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 
never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

What does the verse mean? When we fully come to Jesus, we won’t lack anything we 
need to be truly �lled. Our spiritual hunger will be satis�ed.

LESSON WRAP-UP

•  Overview Questions: What did Jesus send the twelve disciples out to do?  How did Jesus       
    feed the crowd of 5,000 people?  Why did he do that?  Who did the disciples think Jesus  
    was?  What did Jesus mean when he said, "If anyone would come a�er me, he must        
    deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.”?    

•  Thought Questions: How do we die to self?  Why is it so hard to die to self?  What would      
    be evidence that a person has died to self? What does Jesus mean when he says, “I am  
    the bread of life.”

•  Prayer:  Thank Jesus that he is Lord and demonstrated that through his life on earth.  Pray     
    that you would truly make him Lord of your own life and want to please and serve him in  
    all things.  Pray that you would learn to focus on what has eternal bene�t and not pursue  
    the things of the world.

•  The Big Question: How does Jesus want to feed us?
    Let the students give their answers to the question. Share the memory verse. Ask how it  
    answers the question.

•  Memory Verse:   John 6:35
    Jesus wants to satisfy our souls.

    35 Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and       
    he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” 
    Questions: What does Jesus do for those who believe in him.
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Any age appropriate activity can be included which �ts into the class time. The activities 
with a star are included on the class notes.
 
•  Lesson Notes: Have the children answer the two questions individually or as a group. 
    What did you learn from this lesson? How can you put into practice what you learned?

•  Memory Verse: Read the memory verse on the cover of the booklet and then have the     
    students �ll in the blanks in the verse in the inside.  

•  This Week’s Big Question: Have the students �ll in the blanks for the way the memory     
    verse answers the big question.
    Jesus wants to satisfy our souls.

•  Coloring Page: Color the lesson picture.

•  Cra�: Basket and bread
    As a reminder that Jesus fed the 5,000 and is the bread of life, make a basket.
    Materials: cover stock paper, scissors, glue sticks, bread or cracker crumbs
    Preparation: Run o� cra� 20 on cover stock paper
    Instructions: Cut around the outside of the basket and the inside of the handle. Cut slits in  
    the basket. To start the slits, fold the basket on the dotted line and cut along the short      
    solid lines.  Unfold the basket and �nish cutting the longer slits. Weave brown strips of       
    paper in and out through the basket and glue the ends down. Cut o� excess paper.   
    Glue bread or cracker crumbs on the basket.

•  Game: Collect the bread
    Instructions: Hide pieces of paper to represent bread around the room.  Let the children  
    go around and collect the papers.  The one with the most papers wins and can hide the  
    papers again for the other children to collect.

The daily journal is included in the booklet for the students to complete at home. It has six 
poetic readings and related Bible verses. It would be bene�cial for the teacher to read 
through and be familiar with its content.

ACTIVITIES     (Completed a�er the lesson)

JOURNAL


