Upper Elementary and Above - Level 4

THE

WOR

BECAME FLESH:

CREATION AND THE BEGINNING OF HUMAN HISTORY

#11 - Miraculous Healings
Luke 5:12-26

PlCTU RES (Note: Inserted in brackets at the appropriate place in the lesson is the number of the picture to show the students.

11-1  Jesus healing the leper
11-2  The paralytic and his friends

REVIEW (Before teaching lesson)

* Journal Review: Ask students to share an important truth that they learned from their
journal readings at home that week. Share some of your own insights.

* Previous Lesson Review: (Use the visual from the last lesson to aid in review)
What did Peter say when Jesus told him to put out into deep water and let down his nets
again? What happened as a result of Peter’s obedience? What did this cause Peter to
see and do? Who was Levi? What did he do when Jesus called him? Who were Jesus’
twelve disciples?

* Big Question Review: What is the result of being a disciple of Jesus?
Let the students give their answers to the question.

* Bible Verse Review: Matthew 19:29
A frue disciple receives eternal reward.

22 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or
fields for my sake will receive a hundred fimes as much and will inherit eternal life.
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LESSON CONTENT

Note: The Bible verses included in the lesson are from the NIV 1984 edition. The wording of the questions is
derived from that version. If another version of the Bible is used, questions may need to be adapted.

In this lesson we will be looking at some of the miraculous healings Jesus performed. What is
a miraculous healing? A miraculous healing means a miracle took place; it's not a normal
healing. God designed the body to heal itself; a normal healing is the way God designed
the body to work and overcome normal ilinesses or injuries.

What is a miracle? A miracle is a supernatural event, an act that shows God’s power over
the natural world. A miracle is something that can only happen by the hand of God; it is
evidence of God at work in his creation. Creation was a miracle. It could have only hap-
pened by God’s power. In creation God put in place the laws of nature. Only God can
supersede, or go against those laws. Healings that are miraculous go against the natural
course of how things happen. Injuries or ilinesses that don’t heal themselves can lead to
permanent damage or death.

The first miraculous healing in this lesson is of a man with leprosy. What is leprosy? The term
leprosy in the Bible is used to describe various infectious skin diseases, which made a person
unclean and isolated him from the community. No one would touch lepers and they were
outcasts in Israel until they were pronounced clean by the priests.

Luke 5:12-16 (picture 11-1)

2While Jesus was in one of the fowns, a man came along who was covered with leprosy.
When he saw Jesus, he fell with his face to the ground and begged him, "Lord, if you are
willing, you can make me clean."

BJesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "l am willing," he said. "Be clean!" And
immediately the leprosy left him.

"Then Jesus ordered him, "Don't tell anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the
sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them."

PYet the news about him spread all the more, so that crowds of people came to hear him
and to be healed of their sicknesses. '°But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and
prayed.

What did the leper recognize about Jesus? That he was God or at least a prophet of God.
How do you know that? He bowed down to him. He asked for healing. He called him Lord.

How did Jesus heal the leper? He touched him. What does that show about Jesus? Jesus
cared about people. No one else would have touched the leper. It shows that no one is
too far gone not to be fouched by God in some way.

What two things did Jesus command the leper to do? To go show himself to the priest and
to offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded. This would be a testimony o the priests and
also follow the Jewish law laid out in the book of Leviticus in the Jewish Bible.

Why wouldn’t Jesus want the leper to tell people about his being healed? He wanted
people to listen to his message, not chase affer miracles.
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What did Jesus offen withdraw to do? He would go to lonely places to pray. Why was that
important? Jesus was human, he needed to commune with his Father in heaven. He
needed to receive strength from above to do what he was called to do.

The next healing is about a paralytic. What is a paralytic? A paralyfic is sommeone unable to
walk or move on his own. His legs are paralyzed.

Luke 5:17-26 (picture 11-2)

”One day as he was teaching, Pharisees and feachers of the law, who had come from
every village of Galilee and from Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there. And the power
of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick.

'8Some men came carrying a paralytic on a mat and tried to take him into the house to lay
him before Jesus. "When they could not find a way to do this because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and lowered him on his mat through the ftiles info the middle of the
crowd, right in front of Jesus.

2When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven."

2IThe Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking fo themselves, "Who is this fellow
who speaks blasphemy? Who can forgive sins but God alone?"

2 Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, "Why are you thinking these things in your
hearts? 2Which is easier: to say, “Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, "Get up and walk'? ?But
that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . ." He said to
the paralyzed man, "l tell you, get up, take your mat and go home." 2Immediately he stood
up in front of them, took what he had been lying on and went home praising God. *Every-
one was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, "We have
seen remarkable things today."

What had to be present for Jesus to heal the sick? The power of God had to be present for
Jesus to perform healings. Why was that? Jesus was human; he didn’t have power on his
own apart from the Holy Spirit in him. Every human needs the Spirit of God in them to do
the work of God.

What did the men have to do to get the paralytic to Jesus? They had to take apart the
roof of the house to lower the man do to Jesus because they couldn’t get him in through
the door. What does this show about them? They believed in Jesus and were dedicated to
getting their friend, the paralytic, to him. They really cared about the man and believed in
Jesus.

What is the first thing Jesus did in response to their faith? He provided spiritual healing; he
pronounced that the man’s sins were forgiven.

The Pharisees were thinking that in forgiving sin Jesus was speaking blasphemy. What is
blasphemy? Blasphemy is speaking irreverently of God or against the things of God. Why
would forgiving the man’s sin be blasphemy? Only God has the power to forgive sin. In
forgiving the man’s sins, Jesus was virtually claiming to be God.

Why can only God forgive sin? All sin is a fransgression against God. Only the one who has
been transgressed can forgive. You can’t forgive someone if they haven’t done something
wrong fo you, that would be albsurd.
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What did Jesus do in response to their thoughts that he was committing blasphemy? He
physically healed the man. This showed that Jesus was God with both the power to heal
the physical body and the spiritual soul (forgive sin).

Which headling was most valuable to the man? The spiritual healing was most valuable.
Why? Spiritual healing has an eternal impact. It restores our relationship with God and
determines where we will spend eternity.

Which do you think the man thought was most valuable and why? The physical healing.
Our focus tends to be on being comfortable in this world, rather than our eternal destiny.
We are short-sighted.

Why were the miraculous healings Jesus performed so important? The miraculous healings
Jesus performed are an important tfestimony of who he is. The Apostle John in his gospel
quotes Jesus as saying, (John 10:37-38) Do not believe me unless | do what my Father does.
But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know
and understand that the Father is in me, and | in the Father.

God is the only one who can forgive sin. He is also the only one who can bring about
miraculous healing. The healings Jesus did were to demonstrate who he is, that he has both
the authority and power to forgive sin.

Police have the authority to arrest someone. What gives them power to arrest someone?
Either a person’s submission to their authority or the use of force (authority to carry out
authority). Jesus is the Son of God so he had the authority and power to forgive sin. Be-
cause he was filled with the Holy Spirit, he had the power to heal. For Jesus to use his power
to heal, the people had to be submitted to his authority and believe in his power.

LESSON WRAP-UP

* Overview Questions: What did the Leper call Jesus when he asked him for healing? How
did Jesus heal the leper? When Jesus saw the faith of the men who brought the paralytic
to him, what did he say? What was the reaction of the Pharisees to what Jesus said?
What did Jesus do after he forgave the man’s sin? What did Jesus say was the purpose
of the miracles he performed?

* Thought Questions: Which type of healing do we seek after most, physical or spiritual?
Why? What can you learn from that? What type of healing is really more important?
Why?

* Prayer: Thank God that through Jesus you have been given spiritual healing. Thank him
for the forgiveness of your sins and bringing you back intfo a right relationship with him.
Thank him that because of this healing you have eternity to look forward to with him.

* The Big Question: What do the miracles Jesus performed show about him?

Let the students give their answers to the question. Share the memory verse. Ask how it
answers the question.
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e Memory Verse: John 10:37-38

Miracles show that Jesus and the Father are one.

¥Do not believe me unless | do what my Father does. 3But if | do it, even though you do
not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father
isin me, and | in the Father.

Questions: Why should we believe the miracles Jesus performed?

ACTIVITIES

Any age appropriate activity can be included which fits info the class time. The activities
with a star are included on the class notes.

% Lesson Notes: Ask the students to surnmarize in one sentence what the lesson was about.

Then have them give three main points covered in the lesson. An example is below.

Theme: The healings that Jesus performed testify that he is God and had the power to
heal and forgive sin.

1.
2.

Because the leper had faith to be healed, Jesus touched him and the leprosy left him.,

Four men brought a paralytic before Jesus to be healed by lowering him down
through the roof of the house Jesus was in.

Jesus first forgave the paralytic’s sins, but then told him to get up and walk so people
would know he had the power to forgive sin.

Why do | need to know this? It is through faith that we gain both physical and spiritual

healing.

% Memory Verse: Read the memory verse on the cover of the booklet and then have the

students fill in The blanks in the verse in the inside.

% Activity Page: Maze

Instructions: Follow the maze to get the paralytic to Jesus.

% Further Understanding: Investigation/Reasoning Skills

1.

Read the whole passage below to the students as they read along in their Bibles or on
the discussion notes.

Read the passage verse by verse and have the students explain each verse.

Have the students extract one important truth from the passage. This can be done as
an entire class or you can break into pairs or small groups.

Have the students answer the additional fwo questions: How can you apply this truth
in your life? What will be the result of applying that fruth?
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Acts 3:1-10 The Disciples Performed Miracles

One day Peter and John were going up fo the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the
afternoon. 2 Now a man crippled from birth was being carried to the temple gate called
Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.

3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked
straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!”® So the man gave them his atten-
tion, expecting to get something from them.

¢Then Peter said, "Silver or gold | do not have, but what | have | give you. In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and
instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. ¢ He jumped to his feet and began to
walk. Then he went with them info the tfemple courts, walking and jumping, and praising
God. ? When all the people saw him walking and praising God, '° they recognized him as
the same man who used fo sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were
filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

Question: How was Peter able to heal the man? What was the result?

JOURNAL

The daily journal inside the booklet has six readings that relate to a theme. It would be
beneficial for the teacher to work through the journal readings also.

Journal Focus: What is the purpose of miracles?

Reading 1: John 4:46-54 Miracles cause people to believe in Jesus.
What did Jesus do for the royal official? What was the result of what Jesus did? Why don’t
all people believe in Jesus because of the miracles he performed?

Reading 2: Matthew 11:20-24 Miracles should cause people to repent.

Why did Jesus denounce the cities in which most of his miracles were performed? What
does it mean to repent? Why would repentance be connected with miracles? What does
repentance lead to?

Reading 3: Matthew 13:53-58 Miracles require faith.
Why didn’t Jesus perform miracles in his hometown? Why do people take offense at Jesus?

Reading 4: John 10:22-30 The miracles speak for Jesus.

What did Jesus say speaks for him? What did the miracles Jesus performed say about him?
Who believes in the miracles? What is the outcome for those who believe in miracles? Who
doesn’t believe in the miracles? What is the outcome for those who don’t believe?

Reading 5: John 10:31-42 Miracles show the Father was with Jesus.
Why did the Jews want to stone Jesus? Why did Jesus say they should believe what he
said? If we believe in the miracles what will we know and understand?

Reading 6: Hebrews 2:1-4 Miracles testify that salvation comes through Jesus.

What does it mean to testify? How does God testify to the salvation that comes through
Jesus? How do miracles testify about Jesus?
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